MUSIC IN LONDON 1890-94

Choir concert, Miss Eibenschutz and Mr Borwick were playing
a masterly Bach concerto for two pianos, the more vivacious
sections of which went capitally. The slow movement, unfortun-
ately, was passed over as undemonstratively as possible, and
went for nothing. Madame Schumann's novices do not know
what to do with music of this kind; but they at least do not
vulgarize it, as immature Lisztians are apt to do. On the whole
I think I shall in future advise young pianoforte students to
divide their apprenticeship between Madame Schumann and
Sophie Menter, in order that they may lack neither the refinements
of art nor "the joy of life." Those who stick to one school ex-
clusively are apt to come out with slovenly habits of mind on the
one hand., or ill-nourished hearts on the other.

The last two numbers at this Bach concert were curiously
contrasted. One was an Offertorium and Tantum Ergo by
Schubert, the other the Choral Fantasia. Beethoven's genuinely
religious music, without a shadow of fear or mistrust on it from
beginning to end, fit for happy and free people to sing with the
most buoyant conviction, came with an extraordinarily refresh-
ing effect after the hypochondriacal tromboning with Schubert,
in a perverse fit, devised to set miserable sinners grovelling. It
would be too much to suspect the Bach Choir of any satiric in-
tention in the arrangement of its program: in fact, I suspect it of
thinking the Tantum Ergo rather a fine piece of music. If that is
so, I will take the liberty of urging them to remember that it is
not the cowl that makes the monk, and that some of the most
frivolous, the most inane, and even the most wicked music in
the world is to be found in such forms as the oratorio, the Mass,
the anthem, or the like. Any musician can turn out to order as
much church music as you please, from a whole service to a
Christmas carol, just as a domestic engineer can turn out a heat-
ing apparatus; but how is it likely to compare, as religious music,
with Mozart's Die Zauberflote, for instance, which professes to
be no more than a mere profane Singspiel?

Among the pianoforte recitals which are helping to keep an
exceedingly dull season going are those of Miss Douste at Stein-
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